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lost meaning; seasonable to be now thought on in the
reformation intended.' (Masson, Life of Milton, iii. 44, 47,
65.) The second divorce tract was : 'The Judgment of
Martin Bucer concerning Divorce. Written to Edward the
Sixth, in his second book of the Kingdom of Christ, and
now englished. Wherein a late book restoring the doctrine
and discipline of divorce, is here confirmed and justified by
the authority of Martin Bucer.' This was published I5th
July, 1644. (Masspn, iii. 255.)
. 1. 29. On Dec. 28, 1644, the Wardens of the Stationers'
Company complained to the House of Lords of the 'frequent
printing of scandalous books by divers, as Hezekiah Wood-
ward and John Milton.' The Lords ordered that Milton
should be examined and brought before them, but he was
apparently dismissed after examination, for he does not
seem to have been brought before the House. .There was
no special reference in the complaint to Milton's Divorce
tracts. The last pamphlet Milton had then published was
the * Areopagitica.' (Masson, Life of Milton, iii. 293.)
L 31. On the different attacks on Milton's Divorce Treatises
see Masson, Life of Milton, iii. 262, 297, 467. His chief
assailants were, William Prynne and three divines, Dr.
Daniel Featley, Mr. Herbert Palmer and Mr. Joseph Caryl.
The antagonist mentioned by Johnson was anonymous.
Milton replied to him and incidentally to Prynne and*
Caryl in a tract published in March 1645, entitled c Colas-
terion: a reply to a nameless answer against The Doctrine
and Discipline of Divorce. Wfeerein the trivial author of
that answer is discovered, the licenser conferred with, and
the opinion which they traduce defended. By the former
author J. M. Prov. xxvi. 5, Answer a fool according to
hisj folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.' Phillips
translates Colasterion as eRod of correction for a saucy
impertinent.'
P. 17, 1. 2. James Howell (1596-1666), appointed His-
toriographer Royal at the Restoration, published a collection
of letters written by him to various persons between 1625
and 1655, and entitled 'Epistolae Ho-elianae, familiar